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Attachment 9 - Architectural Preservation 
This Attachment details the efforts made to preserve select architectural elements for later heritage 
interpretive reuse, covering three areas of interest: 

 The brick and wrought iron entry gates 
 The brick and wrought iron entrance portico 
 Salvaged hardwood for re-use in the future Legacy House and community park 
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1 Entry Portico 
The Heritage Interpretive Strategy recommendation 1 states: 

Retain original brick entrance portico from former Greenslopes ARC Centre Recreation Hall 
(c.1946). Includes adaptively reusing this original built element in situ, with it forming the 
basis for a new community park shelter structure, that is to incorporate interpretive content. 
Undertake conservation works to the existing portico structure, including reconstruction of 
missing bronze lettering “AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS CENTRE” and reconstruction of 
the missing building plaque. 

DVA took responsibility for the retention of the original brick entrance portico during the demolition 
of the Main Hall.  However, as the demolition progressed it became increasingly clear that retention 
of the portico in situ was both risky and unlikely to be successful without construction of a steel 
reinforcing framework that itself would prevent the full remediation of the land.   

The heritage architect was approached for advice on alternative heritage preservation of the portico.  
His response is shown in full in Figure 1 below.  The architect confirmed that it was an expected 
problem and that dismantling the portico in a way that allowed it to be reassembled would meet the 
requirements of the recommendation in the Heritage Interpretive Strategy, noting that the portico 
would be an interpretive heritage element of a future park feature.  

Figure 2 below shows Enviro-Pacific’s acknowledgement of the adjustment to the plan for the 
portico. 

The Brisbane City Council was also asked to advise on whether they believed dismantling and 
reassembly would be acceptable to them and their agreement (expressing a preference for this 
approach) is seen below in Figure 3.   

Figure 4 shows an email from Catalyst Architects showing more detailed instructions on the 
deconstruction of the portico and Figure 5 shows a series of emails in which DVA, Enviro-Pacific, and 
Catalyst Architects are collaborating to ensure a positive outcome for the portico preservation. In 
addition to the portico bricks, a portion of the matching bricks from other parts of the main hall 
were also recovered in order provide a supplementary reserve of matching bricks for contingency 
purposes.  

Enviro-Pacific took detailed photos of the portico elements and annotated these with accurate 
measurements so that the portico could be reconstructed as an interpretive element in the new 
community park.  See Attachment 7 – Portico Measurements for Reconstruction.  

Reconstruction of the bronze lettering and building plaque falls within the purview of the Brisbane 
City Council. 
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Figure 1. EMAIL FROM CATALYST ARCHITECTS CONFIRMING THAT DECONSTRUCTION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF THE 

PORTICO WOULD MEET THE INTENT OF THE HERITAGE INTERPRETIVE STRATEGY 
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Figure 2. EMAIL FROM ENVIRO-PACIFIC ACKNOWLEDGING THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DECONSTRUCTION OF THE 

PORTICO 
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Figure 3. EMAIL FROM BCC STATING PREFERENCE FOR DECONSTRUCTION AND STORAGE OF PORTICO 
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Figure 4. EMAIL FROM HERITAGE ARCHITECT DETAILING STEPS TO DISMANTLE PORTICO 
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Figure 5. EMAILS BETWEEN CATALYST ARCHITECTS,  ENVIRO-PACIFIC,  AND DVA  DETAILING THE APPROACH TO 

DECONSTRUCTION OF THE PORTICO. 
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1.1 Portico Deconstruction Work 
Deconstruction of the portico proceeded in accordance with the instructions from the heritage 
architect. 

Figure 6. PORTICO SCAFFOLDED AND READY FOR DECONSTRUCTION. 

 

Figure 7. BRICK PORTICO RECOVERY WORKERS IN RPE  (P2/P3  HALF FACE)  AND TYPE 5/6  DISPOSABLE COVERALLS DUE 

TO SILICA DUST RISK.   
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Figure 8. PORTICO LINTEL READY TO BE HOISTED CLEAR INTACT 

 
Figure 9. CEMENT BASED MORTAR (SILICA)  BEING CAREFULLY REMOVED USING A WET SAW TO PRESERVE THE HERITAGE 

BRICKS FOR RECONSTRUCTION OF PORTICO. 
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Figure 10. PIECEMEAL SEPARATION AND CLEANING OF DECONSTRUCTED PORTICO BRICKS 

 
Figure 11. REMAINING PORTICO FOLLOWING THE SALVAGE OF THE HEAD STOCK BRICKWORK AND THE REMOVAL OF THE 

ACCESS SCAFFOLDING.   
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Figure 12. CONTROLLED SEPARATION OF THE BRICK COLUMNS.   THESE SECTIONS WERE SEPARATED BY A HORIZONTAL “WET” 

SAW CUT UNDER SILICA CONTROLLED CONDITIONS AND MANUALLY DIRECTED ONTO SOFT SOILS FOR FURTHER BRICK 

SEPARATION AND SALVAGE. 

 

Figure 13. “WET”  SAW &  MANUAL SEPARATION METHODOLOGY OF THE BRICK COLUMN SECTIONS.   
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Figure 14. THE REMAINING PORTICO STRUCTURE,  YET TO BE SALVAGED.   

 

Figure 15. MANUAL CLEANING /  RECOVERY PROCESS OF THE HERITAGE LIST BRICKS THAT WILL BE RE-USED IN INTERPRETIVE 

HERITAGE STRUCTURE IN PARK  
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Figure 16. 20’  SEA CONTAINER OWNED BY BCC  DELIVERED TO SITE READY FOR STORAGE OF SALVAGED HERITAGE 

MATERIAL DESTINED FOR INTERPRETIVE RE-USE.    

 

 
Figure 17.  SALVAGE OF THE OLD MAIN HALL PORTICO BALUSTRADE READY FOR STORAGE   
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Figure 18.  RECOVERED PORTICO BRICKWORK,  CLEANED OF MORTAR,  AND PALLETISED READY FOR STORAGE. 

 

Figure 19. SHIPPING CONTAINER WITH PORTICO BALUSTRADE IRONWORK STORED ALONG WITH 500M2  OF SALVAGED 

HARDWOOD FLOOR BOARDS,  DE-NAILED AND DESTINED FOR RE-USE IN THE NEW LEGACY HOUSE.   
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Figure 20. SHIPPING CONTAINER LOADED FOR TRANSPORT TO BCC  STORAGE DEPOT 

 

Figure 21. SHIPPING CONTAINER DELIVERED TO BCC STORAGE DEPOT 

 

 



Attachment 9 – Architectural Preservation 

Page | 20  
 

Figure 22. PALLETISED BRICKS BEING LOADED FOR TRANSPORT TO BCC STORAGE DEPOT 

 

Figure 23. SHRINK-WRAPPED AND LABELLED BRICKS DELIVERED TO BCC STORAGE DEPOT 
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2 Entry Gate 
Retain original entry brick pillars and wrought iron gate elements from the former 
Greenslopes ARC Centre (c. 1946), located to south-west corner of the site.  Reuse these 
original built elements in situ, as the new pedestrian side entrance.  Undertake conservation 
works to these existing elements. 

Retention of the brick and ironwork entry gate did not pose the same difficulties as the portico and 
the gate was left in situ during the demolition and remediation activities.  It was protected with a 
plywood box covering during the works.   

Figure 24. ENTRY GATES PROTECTED BY PLYWOOD HOARDINGS DURING NEARBY EXCAVATION WORKS  
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Figure 25. GATE PROTECTED BY PLYWOOD HOARDING  

 

Figure 26. PLYWOOD HOARDING AND SUB SURFACE BRICK AND CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS OF GATES PRESERVED 
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Figure 27. GATE FOUNDATIONS – BRICK ON 100MM CONCRETE SLAB (ALL SUB-SURFACE) 
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Figure 28. POST REMEDIATION – PLYWOOD HOARDING RETAINED FOR ONGOING PROTECTION OF GATES  
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3 Legacy House and Urban 
Commons Interpretive Elements 

 

Legacy House Interpretive Initiatives: Proposed Legacy House design should seek to honour 
the former site use and function by the Australian Red Cross through creative expressions. 

Urban Elements: Urban elements within the proposed Brisbane City Council community park 
should seek to honour the former site use and function by the Australian Red Cross through 
creative expressions. 

While these elements of the Heritage Interpretive Strategy “are beyond the scope of the 
Commonwealth Government to control or manage” (See Attachment 3 Heritage Interpretive 
Strategy, s.5, p.40) DVA sought to support heritage interpretive re-use of suitable material from the 
Australian Red Cross Hall by recovering over 500m2 of hardwood timber flooring for use in the 
construction of elements in Legacy House and the new BCC public park.  

An example of the re-use of this material is Legacy’s intention to construct the board room doors in 
Legacy House out of this hardwood.  

Figure 29. SALVAGE OF HARDWOOD FLOORBOARDS FOR INTERPRETIVE RE-USE IN LEGACY HOUSE AND COMMUNITY PARK 
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Figure 30. NON-DESTRUCTIVE METHOD OF FLOORBOARD RECOVERY 
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Figure 31. SALVAGED T&G  FLOORING,  STACKED AND WRAPPED READY FOR DELIVERY TO BCC OFF-SITE STORAGE.   

 

Figure 32. SALVAGED FLOORING TIMBER FOR RE-USE IN LEGACY HOUSE,  READY TO BE DE-NAILED  

 



Attachment 9 – Architectural Preservation 

Page | 28  
 

Figure 33. DE-NAILING OF SALVAGED FLOORING.   

 

 

 


